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Richmond City Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting 
 
Date: October 1, 2013 
Place: City Hall Council Chamber 
Members Present: Rod Going, Chair; Commission members Kimball Judd, Sue McCormick, 
Zane Bagley and Jerry Kidd present.  Absent: Monica Merrill.  Council Member (Liaison) Tucker 
Thatcher and City Manager  Marlowe Adkins were also present.  
 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  Minutes for the September 3, 2013, meeting 
were read and approved.  Commissioner Jerry Kidd moved to approve, seconded by 
Commissioner Sue McCormick.   Vote was unanimous.  
 

Presentation and Possible Decision on the Basic Subdivision Plan for White Pine 
Village.  Mr. Jon White appeared before the Commission for formally seek approval for the basic 
plat plan of his proposed subdivision.  He noted that this was a follow-up to his information 
inquiry of two months ago.  A question came up at to whether the rezone for the subdivision was 
Residential Medium Density (RMD) or Residential Low Density (RLD).  After checking the 
minutes of both the appropriate P&Z Commission and City Council meetings, it was ascertained 
that the rezone approved was for RLD on June 15, 2010.  In view of this, there are a few lots on 
the proposed plan that would have to be redone since they contained less that the required 14,500 
square feet and/or less that the required 200 feet of frontage.  Jon said that he would readily make 
these changes.  The question then came up relative to whether any of the subdivision could be 
dedicated as use as a park.  Perhaps the required retention/detention area could also be used as a 
park.  Commissioner Going stated that he like the idea of a park, perhaps in the center of the 
proposed plat shown in a darker green since that would be centrally located and ideal for children. 
 This can be determined at a later date.  Commissioner Sue McCormick moved that the plan be 
approved conditional upon the adjustment of the individual plots to meet the requirements of 
Residential Low Density.  Seconded by Commissioner Zane Bagley.  Vote was unanimous.   
 

Public Hearing Relative to the Proposed New General Plan.  Commissioner Sue 
McCormick moved that the regular meeting be temporarily closed and that the Commission go 
into a Public Hearing.  Seconded by Commissioner Zane Bagley.  City Council member Paul 
Erickson, who chaired the committee responsible for the proposed General Plan, stated that this 
plan has been on-line at the City Home Page for some time and citizens have had time to look 
through the contents.  He noted that it is not dramatically different from the current General Plan, 
but tied more to the growth rate of the community.  It is a concept providing ideas about land use 
including such things as gateway areas, trails, parks, etc.  Council member Terrie Wierenga noted 
that a survey had been sent out to the members of the community, and that the resultant plan was 
heavily based upon the survey results.  One instance of this is the recommended establishment of a 
one-acre lot residential area, which fits between the current Residential Low Density and the 
Residential Estate 2 acres (RE-2) zones.  Also, in keeping with the survey, the General Plan 
recommends development in keeping with trying to maintain a semi-rural character.  Two other 
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areas are inner-block development and Alife-cycle@ housing which provides a suitable zoning 
opportunity for both young families and seniors.  Council member Wierenga noted that there is 
currently a distinct lack of life-cycle housing within Richmond City.  Citizen Beth Skidmore spoke 
to the Commission and expressed her concern that in the proposed General Plan a Apark area@ is 
placed directly above her feedlot and agricultural land.  She noted that past Master Plans have not 
worked out very well and a lot of change occurred.  She cited family personal experiences 
wherein they were forced to move their operations that interfered with their livelihood.  She 
doesn=t want her children to go through what she and her late husband did.  She is further 
concerned that various uses and rules can be conflicting.  Commissioner McCormick stated that 
the Commission appreciated her comments.  She noted that this is a concept and is not cut in 
stone.  City Engineer Darek Kimball noted that the Apark@ designation was in a Agreen cloud@ 
presentation instead of within straight lines to simple indicate that a park in that general area 
would be a good idea when the area developed, that it was not indicating that a park would be 
precisely at that location.  Commissioner Going likewise expressed his appreciation to Beth for 
her comments.  He stated that he does like what he sees in the plan, that it does give direction.  
City Engineer Kimball stated that the survey was very enlightening, especially relative to the life-
cycle housing.   
 

Commissioner Zane Bagley moved that the Public Hearing be closed and that the regular 
meeting be re-opened.  Seconded by Commissioner Kimball Judd.  Vote was unanimous.   
 

Commissioner Sue McCormick made the motion that the General Plan be forwarded to 
the Richmond City Council with approval.  Seconded by Commissioner Kimball Judd.  Motion 
was unanimous.   
 

Motion to adjourn made by Commissioner Zane Bagley; seconded by Commissioner 
Jerry Kidd.  Vote was unanimous.  
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.  
 

Next meeting is scheduled for November 5, 2013.  
 
  
 
    ____________________________________________ 

Rodney Going        Chair, P&Z Commission 
 


