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Richmond City Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting

Date: January 10, 2012

Place: City Hall Council Chamber

Members Present: Chris Anderson, Chair; Commission members, Dary! Black, Monica
Merrill, Tucker Thatcher and Rod Going present. Council member C. J. Sorenson and City
Manager Marlowe Adkins were also present.

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Minutes for the November 11, 2011, meeting
were read and approved. Daryl Black moved to approve, seconded by Rod Going. Vote was
unanimous.

Request for a Conditional Use Permit to raise pigs for the 4-H Program: McKlain
Rawlins came before the Commission and requested another Conditional Use Permit so that he
and his brother could raise pigs at their residence, 39 South State, for a 4-H Project culminating
with judging at the Cache County Fair. Rod inquired as to what they had learned following last
years CUP and experience. It was noted that there had been no complaints of any type relative to
this project. McKlain did ask that they be granted permission to raise two pigs apiece as one last
year did not weigh enough to be eligible for the judging. Daryl Black moved to approve this
Conditional Use Permit for two pigs for each of the two boys; Seconded by Rod Going. Vote
was unanimous.

Application to re-zone property west of 400 West and south of 200 South from
Agriculture - one residence per ten acres (A-10) to Manufacturing/Light Industrial (MLI):
Mr. Nathan Brog from Nelson Realtors spoke in behalf of Dr. Salam Awada and AgSciTech Inc.
He explained that the company specializes in producing natural and organic nutrients for
agricultural use. The product is liquid and stored in tank. There is no waste product as a result
of the processing since the liquid is applied to vegetation and the solid residue is also land-
applied in agricultural development. A building approximately 100 feet by 100 feet with contain
the entire production process, so any spills will be trapped within the building. A proper catch
basin/tank will be in place so that the spilled material can be re-processed and not discharged into
the ground. The company will also want to establish greenhouse facilities to “start” their test
agriculture products. They anticipate four to six employees, so sanitary waste facilities will only
need to handle that number of humans. Dr. Awada then spoke to the Commission. He has had
about ten years of experience in this research and production area. Basically they take ore
shipped in from the Emery, Utah area and distil] out the liquid agriculture produce. The
remaining solids are then applied to the ground in agricultural areas. He noted that currently he
is providing the solid material to an apple orchard in Cache Valley and to other farms up in
Idaho. (The solids product is referred to as “ore”.) He has been remodeling the old Theurer’s
grocery across the street from the City Hall into his research facility and office area, and finds
that the property on 400 West is ideal both in composition and distance from the office. He
stated that there is no smell associated with the process, that there will only be a handful of trucks
bringing in the raw material and hauling out the product as they just produce upon demand. His
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production period is for about four months during the year, the balance of the time being spent in
research and development using their own agricultural area adjacent to the plant. He currently
has a plant in operation at 365 West on 600 North in Logan which has residences in close
proximity. He has not received any complaints over the vears that it has been operating. The
Commission listened attentively and then began discussion. Concern was expressed over
accidental discharge when filling the tankers, especially due to the close proximity of City Creek.
When asked about culinary water demand, Dr. Awada said that it would be minimal as they were
also obtaining five shares of Richmond Irrigation Company water which should be more than
enough for the agricultural pursuits. Rod Going recommended approval of the re-zone, but the
motion died for the lack of a second. Monica expressed a desire that the Commission accept Dr.
Awada’s invitation to tour his existing plant in Logan. She expressed a sincere concern that
since this was all new, the Commission had to make decisions without the benefit of prior
experience in this particular field. Daryl Black moved that the Commission table the request for
a month, and that Dr. Awada bring in some drawings, engineering data, and details relative to the
facility and concerns expressed. Seconded by Tucker Thatcher. Vote was unanimous. A citizen
present, Clinton Housley, expressed the desire that rather than delay the process, the Commission
either expedite approval or hold a special meeting. The Commission was unified in replying that
they would follow the set procedures established by the City and would not “short-cut” the
process in any manner.

Motion to adjeurn made by Rod Going; seconded by Monica Merrill. Vote was
unanimous.

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. .
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Next meeting is scheduled for February 7, 2012, S e S,
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Clarification Note: Mr. C. J. Sorenson who has been a member of the Commission was elected
to a City Council position, officially taking the oath of office to the latter position this date. As
such, the Planning and Zoning Commission is short one Commission until a replacement can be
named and ratified by the Richmond City Council,




